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Native art earns renown, economic rewards 


by Dave Mulholland, contributing writer 


Biss success among native people 
isn’t limited to manufacturing the usual 
nuts and bolts associated with the gross 
national product. There are many native 
visual artists who have achieved national 
and international renown for their work. And 
hand-in-hand with their artistic status has 
come economic rewards. Take Tony Hunt 
and Joseph Jacobs for example. 

Tony Hunt is a 45-year-old Kwakiutl Indian 
who now lives in Victoria where he has been 
operating his own gallery, Arts of the Raven, 
for 17 years. Hunt opened the gallery to dis- 
play his work, as well as to help art lovers 
better understand Northwest Coast Indian art, 
and to assist fellow Indian artists in develop- 
ing their skills. 

Hunt realizes that it is often necessary for 
aspiring young carvers, regardless of their 
talent, to relearn the art of their ancestors. 

Tony Hunt learned from a renowned master 
— Kwakiutl Chief Mungo Martin who, before 
his death in 1956, was one of the few 
remaining authorities on the old ways of 
Indian carving. 

Chief Martin passed on his knowledge and 
craftsmanship to his son-in-law, Henry Hunt, 
Tony’s father. When Tony was 10 years old, 
the chief began instructing him in their small 
village on northern British Columbia’s Alert 
Bay. 

Tony Hunt learned well. His list of exhibi- 
tions takes up several pages in his résumé. 
His work includes a wide variety of poles, 
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“Killer Whale” by Tony Hunt 


masks, house designs and panels. Before 
opening his gallery, Tony Hunt and his father 
worked out of an authentic Kwakiutl long- 
house in Victoria’s Thunderbird Park. They 
worked to preserve and perpetuate the 
artistic spirit of Mungo Martin and their 
ancestors. 

Although his Arts of the Raven Gallery 
is home base, Hunt has exhibited his work 
throughout North America and parts of 
Europe. His exhibitions have brought him 
both artistic praise and monetary gain. 

Several years ago the Encyclopaedia 
Britannica’s education division commissioned 
Hunt to carve a totem pole for a Pacific 
Northwest Native Collection on display in 
Chicago. Britannica also filmed the project. 
The film, designed to explain the depth of the 
ancient craft of Indian carving, was trans- 
lated into several languages for worldwide 
distribution. 

Tony Hunt’s astute business sense, com- 
bined with a high standard of artistic excel- 
lence, has taught him not to be in a rush to 
market his work. Rather than try to sell his 
creations right away, he waits for the buyers 
and collectors to come to him. That way he 
feels his work will be better cared for and 
appreciated. 

Hunt has also exhibited a strong sense of 
responsibility to his people. Although he was 
born in Alert Bay and now lives in Victoria, 
he was raised in Fort Rupert. Two years ago 
he designed and supervised construction of 
the world’s largest longhouse. The building, 
on the Fort Rupert Reserve, was the result 
of 10 years of planning discussions with the 
village elders. 

Today the longhouse, 35 metres wide and 
40 metres long, is the centre for gatherings, 


\ 


’ 


and displays of local artefacts. 

The project was a community effort, with 
natives from the reserve and surrounding 
area helping to paint the longhouse in the 
Kwakiutl traditional colors of black, red and 
green. 

Tony Hunt is a native artist who is showing 
that creative and business success can be 
combined, while at the same time helping to 
enrich and perpetuate the traditional values 
of his people. 
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It was a mishap that enabled Joseph 
Jacobs to discover his talents as a sculptor. 
A Cayuga Indian, born in 1931 on the Six 
Nations Reserve near Brantford, Ontario, 
Joseph Jacobs was one of 13 children. 

As a youngster he was never interested in 
formal education, nor did he draw or paint, 
but he loved to work with his hands designing 
and assembling models. 

Jacob’s talent, however, went undeveloped 
and at 16 he joined his father as an industrial 
labourer. Twenty-one years later, while work- 
ing as a roofer, a propane explosion forced 
him to jump from a second storey building. 
The jump saved his life, but resulted in a 
back injury that put an end to his working 
as a labourer. 

While rehabilitating, he read about his heri- 
tage, and with new understanding of his rich 
Indian tradition, Jacobs took up carving in 
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Call Jean Bilodeau to solve problems 


A: director of sup- 
port services, 
Jean Bilodeau is never 
at a loss for new chal- 
lenges. He is respon- 
sible for the entire 
administrative under- 
pinnings of the depart- 
ment — at headquar- 
ters and in liaison with 
regional staff. 

The range of services his directorate pro- 
vides is seemingly without end: office space 
and furniture, telephones, intercoms, building 
security, photocopy and courier services, 
manuals and directives, publication design 
and production, audio-visual services, and the 
information resources and records systems 
that help move information throughout the 
department. 

In fact, every aspect of departmental 
infrastructure comes under Jean Bilodeau’s 
purview — from managing a materiel and 
equipment inventory worth $40 million to 
handling requests made to the department 
under the Access to Information and Privacy 
Acts. 

Obviously, a smoothly functioning adminis- 
tration is essential if the department is to 
realize its policies and deliver programs. 

Mr. Bilodeau and his staff of 125 are adept at 
solving a wide range of administrative prob- 
lems. He works hard at creating an atmos- 
phere of team-work among his staff, stress- 
ing open-mindedness and flexibility. The 
result is a team committed to providing the 
department with the best possible service. 

The ability to communicate well is an 
essential part of Mr. Bilodeau’s job. ‘‘It’s 
important to be able to talk to people,’’ he 


says, ‘‘to explain to them how you can fix 
whatever has gone wrong.” 

Mr. Bilodeau also works closely with senior 
managers, keeping well-informed of any 
coming changes — whether it be a staff 
reduction or a program transfer. It is his 
responsibility to ensure that the level of 
administrative service is maintained, regard- 
less of any change to a departmental struc- 
ture. This means sitting down with depart- 
mental managers and carefully reviewing the 
impact of any coming change in services. 

“There’s lots of planning involved,”’ he 
stresses. ‘‘The administrative infrastructure 
must be preserved.’ 

Jean Bilodeau’s past career experience 
has helped him perfect this kind of close liai- 
son with managers. He worked for 12 years 
at Statistics Canada in their personnel, 
finance and administrative fields, providing 
support services to senior management. 

Maintaining quality service in a climate 
of increasing fiscal restraint is a continuing 
challenge for Mr. Bilodeau. ‘‘We must find 
a new, cheaper and faster ways of doing 
things,”’ he says. 

In this, he and his team seem to be on the 
right track. For example, new computer 
graphic equipment in his publishing section 
not only paid for itself within a few months, 
but is now saving the department $150 000 a 
year. Savings of $30 000 a year have been 
realized from the purchase of a machine 
to make all of the department’s directional 
signs. In addition, there have been considera- 
ble savings from an increased use of Priority 
Post and a two-year contract to lease newer, 
more efficient photocopy machines. 

“We have to scrutinize everything,’ 

Mr. Bilodeau says, ‘‘and start cutting down 


Rare book room holds gems 


by Jean McNiven, departmental library 


f the many texts which form part of our 

collection in the Rare Book Room of the 
departmental library, the numerous published 
journals of early travellers who journeyed by 
canoe through this vast unexplored country 
provide some of the most interesting reading. 
Following are a few such journals. 

Two brothers leave Quebec City in June 
1861 on a government-sponsored six-week 
voyage through Labrador. One of the 
brothers, Henry Youle Hind, Professor of 
Geology at Trinity College in Toronto; the 
other, a fine artist long unrecognized, William 
G.R. Hind. One result of their trip was the 
publication of a two volume work in 1863 of 
Explorations in the Interior of the Labrador 
Peninsula, the Country of the Montagnais and 
Nasquapee Indians, containing vivid narrative 
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description and fresh objective illustrations. 

Next, we dare to touch the crumbling title 
page of Voyages and Travels of an Indian 
Interpreter and Trader, by J. Long, published 
in 1791. this includes a ‘‘vocabulary of the 
Chippeway language, names of furs and 
skins, in English and French...’’ 

The renowned Alexander Mackenzie, Esa. 
records two of his many canoe journeys in 
Voyages from Montreal, through the Conti- 
nent of North America to the Frozen and 
Pacific Oceans in the years 1789 and 1793. 

We stop again at the classic Wanderings 
of an Artist among the Indians of North 
America from Canada to Vancouver's Island 
and Oregon through the Hudson's Bay 
Company's Territory and Back Again by 
Paul Kane, the famous artist-explorer. 


on extras."’ The challenge, of course, is to 
make reasonable cuts that do not adversely 
affect the quality of service. He says that 
personally, he welcomes the climate of tight 
financial constraint. ‘‘It incites managers to 
look at how they do things much more close- 
ly and justify every expenditure. It's good 

for the department, the government and the 
taxpayer.” 

In addition to long work hours, Jean Bilodeau 
is always on call in his role as senior depart- 
mental security and emergency officer, even 
for 2 a.m. emergencies. But he relishes this 
intense degree of involvement and the satis- 
faction of solving diverse problems in a job 
that is never routine. 

His leisure time is devoted to his wife and 
to his skills as a carpenter, helping friends 
with home improvements. A 


THE INTERNATIONAL 
YEAK OF SHELTER 
FORK THE HOMELESS 


Again, we note the account by one mis- 
sionary, Egerton Ryerson Young, By Canoe 
and Dog Train among the Cree and Salteaux 
Indians, which appeared in 1890; and 
another, that of Thomas Crosby, Up and 
Down the North Pacific Coast by Canoe and 
Mission Ship, 1914. 

As we leave the Rare Book Room and 
view the far reaches of the Ottawa River 
from the 14th floor window, we can almost 
visualize a fur-laden canoe slipping swiftly 
and surely through the early morning mist 
with Samuel de Champlain in command. Or 
we may catch on the breeze, the distant 
strains-of the lament ‘ofthe dying Jean 

adieux, braVe couréur de bois and voyager. A 
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Sneaker challenge met 


he ADM hurnan resources’ sneaker chal- 
lenge (May intercom, p 5) did not go 
unanswered — 96.4 per cent of human 
resources employees wore sneakers on 
May 22 and won Sneaker Day. 

Lands, revenues and trusts came in 
second with an 89.1 per cent participation 
rate, nosing (or toeing) out the DM and asso- 
ciate DM's offices which finished third with 
89 per cent participation. 

Self-government finished fourth (80.1 per 
cent), and communications was fifth (76.2 per 
cent). 

Indian services had 99.4 per cent partici- 
pation, but the results were for only one 
branch. Ditto for finance and professional 
services, which had a 52.7 per cent partici- 
pation rate for one branch. A 


Native Art, from page 1 


1974. After a couple of carvings in wood, 
he took to working with steatite, a grey talc 
soapstone. That was when Jacobs discov- 
ered his talent. 

Although his father and grandfather had 
carved stone bowls and pipes, Jacobs 
wanted to make objects he had read about 
as part of his people’s tradition. He researches 
every piece thoroughly before creating it with 
home-made tools. Much of his work inter- 
prets the myths and traditional stories of the 
|roquois. 

Ironically, his best Known work required 
him to change his approach to sculpting; 


from hand tools to power tools. 

The 56-year-old artist worked on the 
3.5 metre long tableau entitled Creation in a 
converted storage warehouse on the Curve 
Lake Indian Reserve, 30 kilometres north of 
Peterborough, Ontario. 

It took him two years to complete the 
sculpture which can be seen mounted over 
the foyer entering the Commons Chamber 
in the Parliament Buildings. The five-panel 
tableau depicts the Iroquois story of how the 
world was created. 

Jacob's success is far ranging. He has 
been working closely with the Whetung Art 


Centre on the Curve Lake Reserve since 
1976. But he has developed an international 
reputation through exhibitions in Montreal, 
Toronto, London, Edinburgh, Brussels and 
Hamburg. 

Like Tony Hunt, Joseph Jacobs is not only 
a success artistically, but economically as 
well. His first two pieces were bought by the 
Royal Ontario Museum for $750 and $950. 
Today his sculptures are priced as high as 
$30 000. A 
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Cultural and economic values of trapping recognized 


by Jim Todd, contributing writer 


he federal government has responded 

with a strong pro-fur pro-trapping position 
to the report of the Standing Committee on 
Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development 
on the fur issue. 

The government's response to the commit- 
tee’s report — The Fur Issue: Cultural Con- 
tinuity, Economic Opportunity — was tabled 
in the House of Commons on behalf of 
Mr. McKnight by Stan Schellenberger MP. 
Mr. Schellenberger is the former chairman of 
the committee and parliamentary secretary 
to Mr. McKnight. 

In its response to the report, the govern- 
ment said it “‘recognizes that trapping is an 
activity which is culturally and economically 
central to the way of life of many Canadians, 
particularly aboriginals and those living in 
northern areas. The government is com- 
mitted to preserving indigenous culture and 
to improving economic opportunities for 
indigenous and northern people.”’ 

The government's role in the fur issue 
involves the responsibilities of three govern- 
ment departments: External Affairs Canada, 
Environment Canada and this department. 

In preparing its report, the committee held 
18 hearings in Ottawa and travelled to hear 
15 groups in the Northwest Territories and 
Yukon. Submissions on the fur issue were 
received from governments, and trapping 
and aboriginal organizations, as well as from 
animal welfare and animal rights groups. 
Seventy-five witnesses appeared at the hear- 
ings and the committee received a total of 
43 written submissions. 

The committee’s report contains 36 rec- 
ommendations, emphasizing the importance 
of trapping to Canada’s native people and 
northerners and focusing on the effects of 
the animal rights movement on the trapping 
industry. 

The government's response said that to 
be effective, strategies to protect trapping as 
an economic and cultural pursuit from sup- 
porters of the anti-fur campaign should be led 
by the people directly affected by the anti-fur 
anti-trapping movement. 

“The aboriginal people of Canada and 
other fur industry representatives are often 
their own best advocates in acting to protect 
their resource-based economy. Accordingly, 
the government will encourage and co- 
ordinate these interest groups in promoting a 
greater public understanding of trapping as 
an effective wildlife management practice 
and essential economic pursuit,’’ the govern- 
ment response noted. 

The government supports the report's 
recommendation that INAC should act as the 
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lead agency in federal government activities 
in support of the fur industry, however, ‘‘In 
the international arena the broader interests 
of the fur trade as a national industry will 
best be served by the Department of External 
Affairs acting as the co-ordinating agency,’ 
the response said. 

For 1987-88 the department will chair the 
new interdepartmental committee on fur 
(ICF). the committee has representation from 
External Affairs Canada, Environment Canada 
and our department. 

“The new ICF will meet on a monthly 
basis to review new program proposals from 
aboriginal and fur industry groups and to 
ensure a continuity and compatibility in 
governmental efforts relating to the anti-fur 
controversy,’ the government response said. 

The government also confirmed its com- 
mitment to the development of humane traps 
through the Humane Trap Research and 
Development Committee of the Fur Institute 
of Canada which is conducting research at 
the Alberta Environmental Research Centre 
in Vegreville, Alberta. 

In addition to support for the Fur Institute 
of Canada’s research, the government said it 
will continue to support the institute’s domes- 
tic and international public relations cam- 
paigns in defense of the fur industry. 

The government response recognized Indi- 
genous Survival International ‘“‘as the leading 
aboriginal agency in activities related to 
countering the anti-harvesting threat, particu- 
larly on the international stage.” 


The government has also asked the key 
national, pro-fur and pro-trapping organiza- 
tions such as Indigenous survival Interna- 
tional, the Fur Institute of Canada, and the 
Aboriginal Trappers Federation of Canada to 
co-ordinate their activities to reduce duplica- 
tion of effort and to facilitate the evaluation 
of project requests by the three departments 
responsible for the fur industry. 

The standing committee's report observed 
that ‘‘even though the anti-fur campaign 
claims not to be directed at them (native peo- 
ple), it is native people who have most to 
lose if their economy based on hunting, trap- 
ping and fishing collapses. The Inuit of north- 
ern Canada have already been severely 
affected by the ‘whitecoat’ seal pup anti- 
sealing campaign. Though the Inuit hunt 
mature seals, which were not the object of 
that campaign, communities in the Northwest 
Territories which depended on sealskin sales 
for survival, found that the collapse of the 
market caused their annual revenue to drop 
by 60 per cent.” A 


Native-run children’s aid established 


from the Toronto Sun and Canadian Press 


N ative-run Indian children’s aid societies 
are now operating in two Ontario 
regions following a signing ceremony at 
Queen's Park in early April that native people 
praised as “‘historic’’ and an “important step 
toward self-government”’. 

Two agencies — the Tikinagan Child and 
Family Services and the Payukotayno-James 
and Hudson Bay Child and Family Services 
— were given complete autonomy over 
child welfare services in their areas. The 
Payukotayno serves six reserves along the 
Hudson and James Bay coast and the Tikinagan 
agency looks after 30 bands in Northwestern 
Ontario. 

The agencies were set up three years ago 
and for the past year have provided counsel- 


ling and other services that didn’t have to be 
looked after by a full-fledged children’s aid 
society. Their establishment also ended three 
years of government-native negotiations over 
how to finance the native children’s societies 
and what services to transfer from other 
government welfare agencies. 

Native leaders said that the province's 
move to give them control over child welfare 
services is an encouraging sign after the 
failure of the first ministers’ conference to 
entrench the right to native self-government 
in the Constitution. 

Negotiations are now underway to desig- 
nate other Indian agencies as children’s aid 
societies. A 


Staff News 


Appointments 


Regina — | 

Kenneth Kirby has 
been appointed direc- . 
tor of operations, 


Saskatchewan region. 
Mr. Kirby is responsible 
for three major region- 
al programs: education, 
social development, 
and capital and band 


support. 


= Ottawa — 

David Johnson has 

_ been appointed direc- 
tor of transfer pay- 
ments management, 
Indian services sector 
| at headquarters. 

Mr. Johnson is respon- 
sible for national poli- 
cies and programs 
dealing with Indian 
management development, departmental funding 
transfers and band advisory services. 


~ + Winnipeg — 

_ William Wright has 

' been appointed direc- 
| tor of finance and 
administration in the 
Manitoba region. Mr. 
Wright is responsible 
for the integrity of 
financial administration 
in the region, and is" 


ing finance advice in a number of areas such as 
education, economic development and social 
development. 


Departures 


Walter Bernard, chief cf the staff relations and 
safety division, left the department on April 3 afte 
17 years of service. A farewell reception was held 
April 2 to wish him good luck in his new position 
at Health and Welfare Canada. 


Neil Faulkner, assistant deputy minister of 
human resources left the department April 10 on 
executive interchange to take up new duties as 
manpower planning and development adviser with 
the Tanzania Railway Corporation in Dar-es- 
Salaam, Tanzania. Mr. Faulkner had been ADM 
human resources since March 1986, prior to 
which he was ADM of northern affairs. 


Neil Faulkner (r) and Bruce Rawson 


Indian services for the _ 


responsible for provid- — 


— Gooawin, who has been assistant deputy 
minister of Indian and Inuit affairs and assistant 
deputy minister of lands, revenues and trusts for 
the last six years has taken education leave from 
the es a 


Don Goodwin (I) and Bruce Rawson 


Retirements 


Whitehorse — 

John Merritt Gwartney, equipment maintenance 
supervisor with the material management section 
of finance and administration, Yukon region, 
retired April 29 with 15 years of public service. 


Ottawa — 

Bernice Chapman, of 
the lands revenues and 
trusts reference centre, 
| retired April 3 after 

| 17 years of public 
service. 


Ottawa — 

Eward Weick, special 
projects adviser, strate- 
gic planning directo- 
rate, headquarters, 

| retired July 10 after 

30 years of public 
service. 


Kenora — 

Joan Blight, clerk in the central registry, Ontario 
region retired in March after over 20 years with 
the department. 


Ottawa — 

Joseph W. Francis, who worked in the buildings 
division of the technical services and contracts 
branch at headquarters, retired March 31 with 
31 years of public service. 


Retiring or know someone who is? Having 
a retirement party? Let intercom know, we 
think it’s important to say a last ‘hail thee 
and farewell’ to those whose careers in 
the public service are drawing to a close. 


20-year service awards 


John Doyle, senior adviser, Yukon region ... 
Lionel Assailly, band support, housing and capi- 
tal management, Manitoba region ... Helen Ryan, 
research clerk, treaties and historical research 
centre, headquarters ... T.F. Glynn, chief of - 
research funding division, self government, head- 
quarters ... Marina Poirier, funding analyst, con- _ 
Stitutional development and strategic planning 
branch, headquarters ... Mr. Carol Baker, chief of 
federal-territorial relations (Yukon), constitutional _ 
development and strategic planning branch, 
headquarters. 


35-year service awards 


Neil McEwan, engineering clerk, engineering and 
architecture, Manitoba region celebrated 35 eS 
of public service on March 20. g 


Doris Wilson, devolution co-ordinator, federal- 
territorial relations (Yukon), constitutional develop- 
ment and strategic planning branch, headquarters, 
recently received a 35-year medallion. She has 
worked for the public service for 38 years. 


EAP serves regions 


by Suzanne Faure, employee counselling services 


Ithough the department's counsellors at 

headquarters have always been available 
to regional employees, recent initiatives taken 
by the regions will improve Employee Assist- 
ance Program (EAP) services locally. 

The Atlantic, Ontario, Manitoba, B.C., 
N.W.T., and Yukon regions are taking advan- 
tage of a departmental agreement with 
Health and Welfare Canada to provide 
employee assistance services. This will 
establish us as a formal client of Health and 
Welfare, who will then provide us with profes- 
sional counselling and referral services as 
well as training for managers. 

Other regions such as Quebec, Saskatchewan 
and Alberta have opted for a contract with an 
outside organization such as provincial family 
services bureaus. 

Whether services are retained formally 
through Health and Welfare or an outside 
agency, employees can still make use of 
Health and Welfare’s services if they wish. 
However, any formal referrals of employees 
to the EAP by managers must be made 
through the chosen organization. 

In addition to the agency's services, each 
region has identified a co-ordinator for EAP 
within this department. The co-ordinator 
will provide information to managers and 
employees on EAP and perform administra- 
tive duties related to EAP, such as setting up 
training sessions and publicizing the program. 

page 8, EAP 
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Soviets visit Canadian north 


by Melanie Giffin, contributing writer 


delegation from the USSR Academy 

of Science which visited the Canadian 
North earlier this year was impressed with 
our infrastructure development and preserva- 
tion of native culture, but expressed concern 
about the high cost of goods and social prob- 
lems in the North. 

The Soviet delegation, comprising 
Dr. Valery Tishkov, Dr. Ilya Gurvich and 
Mr. Valentin Paritsky were on a return visit 
which completed the familiarization and 
orientation phase of Theme IV of the Canada- 
USSR Arctic Sciences Exchange Programme. 

The phase began in the end of March and 
beginning of April of 1986, when a Canadian 
delegation comprising Harald Finkler, chief of 
the scientific affairs division, scientific and 
circumpolar affairs directorate, Abraham 
Tunraluk of the Nunasi Corporation and an 
interpreter travelled to the Soviet Union. 

The purpose of their visit was to examine 
contemporary social change among northern 
native people, one of the subjects of co- 
operation within Theme IV of the Exchange 
Programme which deals with ethnography 
and education. 

The members of the Soviet delegation, 
staff members of the Institute of Ethno- 
graphy, USSR Academy of Sciences, visited 
Canada from March 13 to 27, 1987. 

The Soviet delegates travelled to Yellowknife 
and Norman Wells to observe conditions first- 
hand and discuss the current situation with 
territorial officials and representatives of 
native associations. The ethnographers were 
interested in learning about the contemporary 
situation of the native peoples in both coun- 
tries, particularly within the context of rapid 
social change. This change can be brought 
on by resource development projects such 
as oil and gas development. 

In a press conference held at the end of 
the visit, Dr. Tishkov said he was impressed 
with the development of our basic infrastruc- 
ture in the North, especially the northern 
transportation system, the service sector and 
the progress which has been made in the 
provision of education and health services. 
He was also impressed, he said, by the pre- 
servation of native cultural traditions, includ- 
ing language, folklore, clothing, music and 
games. 

On the other hand, Dr. Tishkov noted that 
there were problems in the quality of housing 
for native people, a visible problem with alco- 
holism, and a high cost of living in the North. 

“| think they were struck by the candor 
and frankness with which we discussed our 
social problems and some of the difficulties 
that we are facing with respect to dealing 
with northern issues,’’ says Finkler. ‘The 
delegation received intensive briefings on 
the social, economic and medical impact of 
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northern development and an overview of 
mitigative measures to minimize the negative 
consequences of such development.’ 

Finkler feels that the Soviets were struck 
by the openness of the Canadians, the com- 
plexity of the northern political context and 
the public review process which, while for- 
malized in Canada, is non-existent in the 
USSR. 

“Our methodology and approach is differ- 
ent from theirs,’’ says Finkler. ‘‘There is a 
whole new science of socio-economic impact 
assessment which is in a very advanced 
state in North America and they are inter- 
ested in it.” 

With this visit concluded, discussions have 
now begun for the next round of exchanges. 
This is expected to include an opportunity for 
specialists from each country to travel to the 
other country and participate in a one to two 
week, on-site study in an area where there is 
research or a socio-economic survey already 
underway. If the discussions are finalized 
soon, Canada’s specialists will probably 
travel to the USSR sometime in 1988. A 


Letters... 


M ay we take this opportunity through 
intercom to convey to all employees of 
the department many, many thanks for warm 
wishes and beautiful gifts received on the 
occasion of my retirement from Indian and 
Northern Affairs Canada. 

A special thank you to those in materiel 
management who put so much time and 
effort into the planning of such a successful 
retirement party. Judging by the many com- 
ments heard throughout the building, it was 
one of the best ever to take place. We wish 
each and every one of you all the best for 
the future. 


Bertha, Corkie (Victor), 
Jim, and Dan Corrigan 


Problem with the computer? Printer not 
working? Need paper? Unsure of what 
supplies to order? Call the management 
services branch Hotline. 

The MSB Hotline will provide information 
on computer training (availability, sched- 
ules, etc.), repairs to hardware, word pro- 
cessing, correspondence tracking .... 

Call the MSB Hotline (819) 953-4263. 
Just remember 95 DIAND 


A square inch of 
Yukon 


by Liza Burke, contributing writer 


a ave you ever wondered how much a 
square inch of land in the Yukon is 
worth? If so, you are in the company of a 
lady from Warren, Ohio, a gentleman from 
St-Foy, Quebec and a gentleman from Little 
Rock, Arkansas. These are just 3 of the indi- 
viduals who possess a deed for a square 
inch of land in the Yukon from the Klondike 
Big Inch Land Company. Each has written to 
enquire about the value of their land and 
their letters have ended up at Indian and 
Northern Affairs Canada. 

So what does the department do when it 
gets such a enquiry? That is where Ron 
Doxtater comes in. Ron has worked in the 
public enquiries kiosk for the past two years 
ana over this period he has seen many such 
requests. He either sends a written reply or 
telephones the enquirer, referring the party to 
the originator of the Klondike Big Inch promo- 


Back in the 1950s, Quaker Oats ran a pro- 
motion in which people could send in a box- 
top and receive a deed for a square inch of 
land in the Yukon from The Big Inch Land 
Company. The company did actually take an 
option on a plot of land but when the taxes 
were not paid it reverted back to the Crown. 

Some people have kept these deeds, 
which have no practical value, but have 
developed into collectors’ items. A spokes- 
person from Quaker Oats says she's heard 
rumours that the deeds have been.selling for 
up to $40 each. 

So, if you are rummaging through an old 
trunk in the attic and discover a deed of 
Yukon land from the Klondike Big Inch Land 
Company, don’t bother trying to find the 
value of your square inch. It’s worthless. The 
deed, on the other hand, may fetch you a 
few dollars. A 


Regional News 


by Alan Jay, British Columbia region 


he British Columbia region's largest 

Indian band, the 2000 strong Cowichan 
Indian Band on Vancouver Island, is in the 
final stages of a 13-year battle to contain the 
Cowichan River flowing through the reserve. 

Winning the battle has taken unrelenting 
effort and thousands of tons of rock to build 
a massive diking system stretching for 
10 kilometres, with each dike as wide as a 
major highway. 

Assistant band manager Fred George has 
been battling the runaway river for the last 
12 years, and he says its been a ‘‘tough 
struggle.’’ But the project is almost com- 
pleted, he adds, and the rewards to the band 
will be major. 

Band members are expressing interest in 
building houses in reserve areas which were 
once prone to flooding every time the river 
overran its banks — often several times a 
year. 

When the final kilometre is completed this 
year, the dikes will provide flood protection 
for three major areas of the reserves, site of 
the band’s villages, residential and agricul- 
tural land. 

Working with band members Arvid Charlie 
and August Cicero, Fred George and their 
work crews moved 30 000 cubic metres of 
rock from an area near the river and used 
it to begin the diking system. The following 
year, another 30 000 cubic metres of rock 
went into the system, with varying amounts 
of rock broken into gravel and machine- 


Wasagamack band 


from the Thompson Citizen 


or the Wasagamack Indian Band, 

472 kilometres northeast of Winnipeg, the 
recently completed Wasagamack Meechim 
Mart grocery store means more than simply 
a new place to shop. It also means six new 
jobs. 

The 159 square metre building replaces a 
structure that was gutted by fire a few years 
ago. Six band members are employed at the 
facility in the community of about 700 per- 
sons. The employees consist of four clerk/ 
cashiers, a butcher and a manager. 

Construction of the facility and training of 
the staff were made possible through finan- 
cial contributions from a number of federal 
government programs, particularly the 
Canada-Manitoba Northern Development 
Agreement (NDA). 

The official opening of Meechim Mart was 
held February 6. Among those attending the 
ceremony were Felix Holtmann, MP for 
Selkirk-Interlake representing the Government 
of Canada and Chief Elijah Knott of the 
Wasagamack Band. 
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pounded into a diking system throughout 
the following years. 

A big bonus for the band is that the river 
supplies the rock for the dikes, and keeps the 
quarry area restocked with fresh material 
throughout the year. As fast as the crews 
move rock from an area in the bend of the 
river, the fast-flowing river dumps more rock 
into the cavities left by the earth-moving 
machines. 

“When we started taking the fill from the 
area, the land level was much higher,’ says 
Fred George, ‘‘but the river keeps putting 
more rock into the area all the time. There 
is a limitless supply of material for us right 
here.” 

Because of the potential danger to the 
environment of moving large quantities of 


The dikes, as wide as major highways, form a 10 km line of defense against the Cowichan River 


rock and gravel from the river area, the band 
works closely with Fisheries and Oceans 
Canada representatives and with the provin- 
cial government's environment ministry. At 
every stage of the project, there has been 
close consultation on all levels, resulting in 
protection of the local river and country 
environment. 

And that, for Fred George and his men, is 
almost as important an achievement as the 
dike itself. 

Once the immense project is completed, 
all that will be required, after 13 years of 
continuous effort, will be an ongoing mainte- 
nance and repair operation. If this is not car- 
ried out on a regular basis, the river could 
eventually erode the system on a major 
scale. A 


rebuilds store, provides new jobs 


Other dignitaries included Chief Percy Flett 
of the Garden Hill Band; Chief Joe Guy Wood 
of St. Theresa Point Band; Chief Leonard 
McDougall of the Red Sucker Band; J.J. Harper, 
executive director of the Island Lake Tribal 
Council; Merv McKay, general manager of 
the Northeast Development Corporation; and 
Romeo Courchene, business development 
officer with our department. 

Mr. Holtmann represented the three min- 
isters whose departments were involved in 
the project: Bernard Valcourt, federal Minister 
of State (Small Businesses and Tourism) and 
federal minister responsible for the NDA and 
the Canada-Manitoba Special Agricultural 
and Rural Development Agreement (special 
ARDA); Bill McKnight, Minister of Indian 
Affairs and Northern Development; and 
Benoit Bouchard, Minister of Employment 
and Immigration. 

“The Meechim Mart creates an alternative 
service in the community, establishes an 
economic base upon which the community 
can build, and means long-term employment 


opportunities for bands members,” Mr. Holtmann 
said. ‘‘The project created employment for 
band members during construction and pro- 
vides an excellent facility for the training of 
native people in the community.” 

The NDA’s Resource Opportunity Program, 
funded by Regional Industrial Expansion con- 
tributed $100,317 for infrastructure, building 
materials, capital equipment and working 
capital. The special ARDA, also funded by 
Regional Industrial Expansion contributed 
$84,800 for pre-operating costs and manager 
training. 

From our department came a loan of 
$39,818 from the Indian Economic Develop- 
ment Fund for the inventory and equipment; 
and $65,000 from the Resource Economic 
and Employment Development Program for 
material, construction costs and equipment. 

Employment and Immigration Canada pro- 
vided $51,741 to train the employees under 
the Job Development Program, a component 
of the Canadian Jobs Strategy. A 
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Native employment in government shows increase 


by Gordon Miller, Ontario region 


fforts since the late 1970s to increase 

the numbers of native people employed 
in the public service are beginning to show 
results. In Ontario region, native people now 
occupy three out of 11 regional director posi- 
tions, and five out of 10 district manager 
positions. In fact, native people now make 
up 29 per cent of the 786 person-years in the 
Ontario region. 

Since the announcement in 1978 of the 
Treasury Board policy aimed at increasing 
the participation of the native people in the 
Public Service of Canada, the Ontario region 
has been pressing ahead with increased 
recruitment of qualified people, particularly 
at middle and senior management levels. 

A position for a native employment co- 
ordinator for Ontario was established in 1978 
and a native person was hired to carry out 
ihe duties, promptly giving the program a 
visible and active presence. 

During the intervening years, guidance 
was given to the regional native employment 
co-ordinator by senior regional managers on 
implementation priorities. Added to this from 
time to time was the formation of informal 
management-employee committees made up 
of concerned native employees who were 
interested in helping to promote the activity. 

One group called Career Advancement 
for Native People (CANE) generated interest 
in training and promotional opportunities 
amongst native people already on staff. 

Another milepost was marked in July 
1984 when representatives of the regional 
office and district offices formed the Native 
Employment Adviser Committee. The commit- 
tee’s terms of reference have evolved during 
the years and it now meets four times a year 
to deliberate on how to advise the regional 
director general on the recruitment, advance- 
ment and retention of native people. 

One important objective entails providing a 
consultative mechanism for the RDG on 
matters concerning native employment. An 
important part of the process has to do with 
developing an awareness of the impact of 
Indian self-government and program transfer 
on native employment. 

This is done via presentations and recom- 
mendations to the regional human resource 
committee and senior management commit- 
tee on native employment trends and by dis- 
cussion of native employment issues with the 
committee to identify possible solutions. 

Well appreciated by some 140 native 
employees was a two-day workshop held in 
November 1984 in Sudbury, Ontario. The 
workshop was organized by the native 
employment advisory committee. Topics to 
be discussed were chosen by needs assess- 
ment questionnaires of all native employees. 
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Included in the workshop were topics such 
as career counselling, and how to meet the 
special challenges a native employee feels 
as a departmental employee; words of advice 
from native people who have reached posi- 
tions of senior management; and how to deal 
with job dislocations in the face of depart- 
mental staff reductions. 

The Sudbury workshop was a first in 
Canada and participants came away express- 
ing their appreciation of the experience and 
of the additional knowledge acquired to help 
them advance their careers and to better 
handle day-to-day challenges. 

Planning for another workshop of similar 
design to be held this fiscal year is now a 
priority of the Ontario native employment 
advisory committee. A 


Band consortium 
enters oil patch 


from the Calgary Herald 


ix more Western Canadian Indian bands 

have joined an exclusively native-run oil 
company that is looking at either drilling or 
buying up existing production. 

A total of 27 bands have thus far signed 
to become voting shareholders in Canadian 
Native Oil Corp., an oil company set up last 
summer exclusively for bands in southern 
Alberta, Saskatchewan, British Columbia and 
the North. 

Company activities are progressing well, 
Albert Klyne, an industry adviser for CNOC, 
said Wednesday from Edmonton. Klyne said 
a president and board of directors have been 
appointed. 

“We don’t know if we're looking at a 
$5 million company or a $100 million one,”’ 
he said. ‘There are some pretty good buys 
out there.”’ 

Klyne said CNOC is in the middle of a 
market study and won't know until at least 
next week what its plans will be. 

“We're doing a market to see what type 
of asset we should be looking at,’’ he said. 

The native oil company is selling $1,000 
shares only to bands in Western Canada. 

It wants to sell shares to at least another 
55 bands. 

The native oil company plans to sell class B 
common shares to the public to raise funds 
to take over a company or launch its own 
exploration program. The Indian oil company, 
which was registered federally last July, was 


put together by a group of Indian people with 
technical and financial assistance from Diver- 
sified Drilling Services Ltd., a Nisku-based 
company that does consulting and manage- 
ment for native bands. 

The president of CNOC is Clifford Freeman, 
a counsellor from the Drift Pile Band which 
is located 300 kilometres north of Edmonton 
near High Prairie. 

Besides looking at takeovers, the company 
plans to employ native oil servicing and 
consulting companies. 

CNOC will sell only one class A share to 
each native band, with each entitled to one 
vote. The share will be held by each band 
council. A 


EAP, from page 5 


All counselling functions will be performed 
by the professional counsellors either from 
Health and Welfare Canada or the outside 
agency so that confidentiality is fully pro- 
tected. No information other than the 
numbers of employees and types of prob- 
lems dealt with will be provided to the 
department. 

If you don’t know the agency chosen by 
your region or the name of your departmental 
co-ordinator, contact your regional director of 
personnel services. 

If you have further questions on this pro- 
gram or other counselling services available 
you may also contact Suzanne Faure, man- 
ager of employee counselling services at 
headquarters, at (819) 997-9001. A 
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